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VOICES AND AMPLIFIERS OF THE REVOLUTION

John Sinclair, a poet, writer, and activist, was a
driving force behind the White Panthers.
Recognizing the power of music to mobilize and
radicalize white youth in support of Black
liberation, he also managed the MC5, a band
whose raw, high-energy rock and roll hecame a
vehicle for this effort. As Sinclair saw it, "Rock and

roll was a weapon of cultural revolution." Leni
Sinclair, a photographer, documented the
movement with her powerful photography,

capturing the energy of the protests and the spirit
of the counterculture. Pun Plamondon was
another key activist in the WPP.

ACTIONS AND REPRESSION

The White Panthers engaged in a range of
activities to support Black liberation and challenge
systemic oppression. These actions, which
reflected the BPP's demands, drew significant
government attention and repression,
demonstrating the state’s fear of movements
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THE BLACK PANTHERS: SERVING THEPEOPLE | § | | challenging the status quo: . THE WHITEPANTHERS WHAT THEY STOOD FOR

5 e Cultural Organizing: The WPP used music, art,
The Black Panther Party was not only a political |19 and vc_o__om:osm like the Ann ?gq Sun to The White _um.:Emﬁ _um.1< (WPP) was *oc:.n_mn_ in Thve: Wikits. PariheE sficdisred tiess o
organization but also a social one deeply e spread their message and radicalize white Ann Arbor, Michigan, in 1968, by John Sinclair, . . ,

. e o] < i g e principles, in support of the Black Panthers

embedded in the communities it served. They - youth. MC5 concerts, for example, became Leni Sinclair, and Pun Plamondon. Their mission

movement;
e Support for the BPP's Ten-Point Program:

e
=

implemented a range of programs that directly platforms for political mobilization.

was to support the Black Panther Party and fight

addressed the needs of Black people, e Community Support: While focused on for a revolutionary transformation of America. : .
. . . . . . . . . . They recognized the BPP's demands as a
embodying  their  philosophy  of  self- organizing white communities, the WPP also They were white revolutionaries committed to e - -
o . i o blueprint for a just society.
determination and mutual aid. These programs advocated for free healthcare and food taking direction from the Black Panthers and I .
were crucial for the survival of the community. distribution, aligning with the BPP's survival organizing white people to support the struggle * >.::.Sn_w3n ._.:m< SIS 833_:3 .ﬁo
’ i ) Ly A ) dismantling white supremacy in all its
programs. John Sinclair, a poet and activist, described the

forms.

e Anti-capitalism: They saw capitalism as a
system of exploitation that fueled racism
and oppression.

e Cultural revolution: The White Panthers
believed that music, art, and radical

Here are some key examples:

o Free Breakfast Program: Provided meals to
children, addressing food insecurity that
affected learning.

e Free Medical Clinics: Offered healthcare
services in underserved Black

e Anti-Police Brutality Protests: WPP members
participated in protests against police brutality,
often alongside Black activists, challenging
racist practices.

WPP as "a revolutionary organization of white
people dedicated to the liberation of all
oppressed people." Their primary focus was on
organizing and radicalizing white people in
support of the Black Panther Party's goals, as
outlined in the Black Panthers' Ten-Point

communities.People's Free Food Program:
Distributed groceries to families in need.

e Liberation Schools: Provided alternative
education focused on Black history and
empowerment.

e Other Community Programs: Offered
clothing, legal aid, and transportation
assistance.

"We're about the people. Feeding the people.”
Bobby Seale

Program.

lifestyles could be powerful tools for
challenging  mainstream  culture and
building a new world, aimed at converting
white people to the cause of antiracism and
liberation.



